
1 

 

Minimum wages  should not be  
poverty  wages 

December 2020 



2 

 

  Introduction                                                                                                  3                                                                                   

 Contacts                                                                                                           12 

 The Story of the Annul Government Budget                                             4 - 5 

  News                                                                                                               6 -9 

Worker and Teacher Activist’s News                                                             11 

Workplace Accidents                                                                                      10 



3 

 

 

Introduction  
Nowadays the Iranian labour movement is the main protest movement against 

austerity and economic misery in Iran. Everyday struggles against low wages, 

unsecure jobs, temporary contracts and privatization are the daily events in 

Iran.  

Efforts to create non-governmental workers organizations and releasing  

imprisoned labour activists and teachers are the main struggles of the Iranian 

worker protest movement. According to everyday strikes and protests num-

bers, the Iranian worker class is the one of the most active labour movement 

in the region.  

We are trying to coverage the most of Iranian workers and teachers protests by 

publishing the Monthly Karzar.  

 

Long live international labour comradeship 

  
Campaign in Support Iranian Workers (CSIW)  
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 The story of the annual government budget 

 
Following the publication of the annual budget bill by the government, four trade unions have issued an-

nouncements about the bill. A part of this statement reads: 

 

‘’ This year's annual budget, like the budgets of the past four decades, continues to protect the interests 

of capitalists and the government itself. Therefore, it is necessary to examine the quality and quantity of 

the government's proposed budget from the perspective of the interests of workers and hardworking peo-

ple, Workers, teachers, nurses, other wage earners, the unemployed, and their families, including stu-

dents and graduates, receive no share of the budget. This budget pays no attention to the 99% of the 

population. Millions of unemployed people, who are constantly increasing in number, have no share in 

this budget and are left without the necessary and sufficient unemployment’s  insurance, without the ba-

sic social support.’’ 

 

The statement also clarifies the goals of government budgeting, which serves to protect and increase the 

capital of capitalists. It is mentioned in another part of this statement: 

 

‘’ In addition to the lack of funding to low-income groups, laws and regulations are constantly enacted 

that reduce the incomes of workers included wage earners and toilers and increase the wealth of one 

percent of the rich population. The slight increases in the wages of workers and retirees and other wage 

earners, which are much lower than annual inflation, rising in fuel prices, utility bills and government 

tariffs. Very weirdly, including costly items such as insurance in utility bills which their purposes are 

unclear to the public. The expensiveness have been imposed on the majority of people has done directly 

through the government.’’ 
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There are more people in slavery today than at any other time in history 

More than 40 million people around the world were victims of modern slavery in 2016, 

including about 25 million in forced labour, and 15 million in forced marriages. If they 

all lived together in a single city, it would be one of the biggest cities in the world.  

(ILO) 

At the end of this statement, the demands of the working class are announced. 

‘’ Covid-19 Vaccination approved by the World Health Organization is an urgent needs of the people. 

Its cost should be the first priority in the budget line. As free treatment has always been a public de-

mand. Therefore, its cost should be considered  in the budget of the Ministry of Health and Medicine. 

Funding for free education is one of the most important needs. This must be given priority. Especially in 

deprived areas that do not have the enough public funding for providing the equipment needed for dis-

tance education in the pandemic time. 

Payment of unemployment benefits without any exception for all unemployed and providing the required 

budget should be prioritised.   

The increase in the wages of workers, retirees, teachers, nurses and other wage earners with real infla-

tion rates should be considered in budget to cover the cost of the household basket. 

We are workers, the creator of wealth and capital of society. Secured social welfare and a decent human 

life is the inalienable right of all people, and in order to achieve it, we emphasize on organizing in syn-

dicate and independent workers organizations . We will never give up battling  against all aspects of the 

current miserable conditions.’’ 

 

This statement signed by: 

 

 Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Workers Syndicate 

 Workers Union of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company 

 Coordinating Committee to Help Form Workers’ Organizations 

 Follow-up Committee to Set-up Free Labour Organizations 

 Retirees Union 

(The budget bill of the Iranian government will be published in the last months of the Iranian calendar.  

The Iranian year usually begins within a day of 21 March ) 
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NEWS 

Machinery manufacturing Company’s work-

ers strike have been continue  
On November 30, at same time with the introduc-

tion of the new CEO of Tabriz Machinery manufac-

turing Company, the workers of factory went on 

strike and protested against the lack of job security. 

On December 6, workers continued protests for the 

third day in a row in protest of non-payment of 

wages and also with the demand of cancelling the 

privatization of the company, stopped work and 

gathered in front of the company .  

The workers, who have not received any wages for 

last three months, closed the door of the company 

and prevented the CEO from entering, asking that the authorities should respond to their demands. 

O&M Company workers on strike 
 

On December 17th 2020, about 100 contractor 

workers of O&M Company gathered in front of the 

gate of Refinery No10 to protest the non-

observance of Corona virus guideline, which has 

affected a large number of workers. 

The workers say that the company initially agreed 

to act in accordance with the Corona virus guideline of the oil company by increasing the number of 

workers and break time, but after a while, everything fell into place and the employer announced that 

all workers should go to work regardless of health guidelines. 

 

 

  

On December 14th 2020, a large number of retirees covered by the Social Security Or-

ganization in different cities, gathered in front of the office buildings of this organisation 

and in Tehran in front of the Parliament and started a protest rally  
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NEWS 

Sector services’ workers of Haft Tappeh Sugarcane  company  went on  strike 
 On December 16th, for the fifth day in a row, the service workers of Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Company   

continued their strike and protest against the employee turnover and gathered in the company while re-

fusing to accept new job positions. 

Protest rally of workers of Khuzestan Harir factory 

 On January 2, 2021, workers at the Khuzestan Harir Factory gathered to protest the failure of the au-

thorities to fulfil their promises to address the factory's problems and implement a job classification plan.  

 Protesters say that four years ago, when workers problems at the Khuzestan Harir Company escalated, 

the governor of Shush and the governor of Khuzestan province  held meetings and discussions with 

shareholders and finally announced that the factory's problems would be resolved.  But now, four years 

later, the workers' problems remain, and Shasta's CEO (The Social Security Investment Company) again 

visits the Khuzestan Harir Factory to make promises that have no hope of being fulfilled. 

From September 2019 to November 2020, more than one million 

women left the Iranian labour market. The number of employed 

women has decreased and the number of unemployed has increased. 

The population of economically active women has shrunk by about 

1.40 million. During the same period, the number of unemployed 

women increased by 777,000. Only half of those unemployed due to 

pandemic are covered by unemployment insurance. 
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                                            In Solidarity With Hafttape Workers 
 

On December 23rd, at the same time as the voting session of the jury regarding  dismissal the private 

sector  employers of the Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Company, at the Ministry of Justice , a number of 

workers, students, retirees, and teachers  gathered in support of the Haft Tappeh workers in front of the 

Ministry of Justice . Demonstrators held placards against the transfer of the Haft Tappeh Sugarcane Ag-

ricultural Industrial Complex to the private sector and expressing their support for the Haft Tappeh 

workers. The workers want the company to be handed over to the public sector so that the government 

will be directly accountable to them. 

Retirees Protest Rallies  

January 5, 2021, retirees covered by Social 

Security Organization, in various cities in-

cluding Arak, Shiraz, Khoramabad, Tabriz, 

Kermanshah, Ahvaz, Shushtar, Qazvin, 

Karaj, Mashhad, Tehran, Isfahan, Bojnourd, 

Yazd, Shiraz, Susa and Sanandaj , started a 

protest rally in front of the social security 

organization buildings in  those cities, in pro-

test against the failure to address their de-

mands .The protesting retirees stated that 

some of their demands were the implementa-

tion of the law on equalization of salaries, 

solving the problems of supplementary insur-

ance, paying end-of-year bonuses, and calculating the records of hard and harmful jobs. 
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Municipal workers' protests  

 Municipality workers gathered in front of the governor's office 

Khorramshahr municipal services and green space workers gathered in front of the governor's office to 

protest three-month delay in paying their wages. 

They say: workers are struggling to make ends meet and have not received their wages for about three 

months. 

 

Syedon Municipality staff went on 

strike 

 

On December 14th 2020, municipal 

workers and employees resigned due 

to non-payment of their wages and 

gathered in the municipal building. 

The workers say: "Since the begin-

ning of last year, we owe 8 months 

of wages arrears and we also have 

not been paid work insurance for a 

year, but the mayor and members of 

the city council do not care our prob-

lems and none of their promises have been fulfilled. Seydon is a town in Khuzestan 

province. 

 

 Omidieh Municipality workers went on 

strike 

 

Following the protest rally on December 

18,   the workers went back to work place on 

December 19th 2020, but no one is working, as 

after their protest, no official is responding to 

their demands. 

Protest of Municipality workers of Andimeshk 

town 

 
The workers of the municipality of Andimeshk, held a 

rally on Wednesday, December 17th 2020, demanding 

to receive their 9-month wages arrears. 

These towns are in Khuzestan province 
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Workplace Accidents 

Two mine workers lost their lives 
On night  shift (December 13th 2020), 2 workers 

of Plaseri Mining Companiy operating in one of 

the "Sangan Khaf" mines in Khorasan  province, 

while cleaning the separator hopper had an acci-

dent and lost their lives. 

 

Death of an agricultural worker in due to 

gas poisoning 

 On December 13th 2020, a farmworker in the 

Fars Province, died of gas poisoning caused by 

used camping gas while resting in a tent near ag-

ricultural lands. 

 

Explosion and fire in Industrial Park 
 

Two workers lost their lives in a fire on December 

14th 2020 in "Salafchegan" Industrial Park. Five peo-

ple were taken to hospital due to burns and three oth-

ers were treated at the scene. 

Rescue a worker from the fuel tank  after two 

days  

 
A worker who was trapped in an underground fuel 

tank for two days was rescued by rescue team.  Also, 

the director of the General Department of Coopera-

tives, Labour and Social Welfare of Khorasan 

Razavi province, announced the death of 26 workers 

in this province this year.   

 Two workers died due to workplace insecurity 

 
 On January 3th 2021, due to lack of work safety and poor working conditions, a worker in Arak city and 

another worker in Khuzestan province on a oil drilling rig, lost their lives in separate incidents. In terms 

of work safety issues Iran ranks is 102nd in the world , which is a very low ranking. 
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       80 days in solitary confinement  
British-Iranian citizen Mehran Raouf , was arrested on October 

16 after security forces raided his home in Tehran. Security offi-

cers confiscated his personal belongings, including a mobile and 

computer, and they took him to the Evin courthouse 

He is still being interrogated in solitary confinement in the Revo-

lutionary Guards prison, more than 80 days after his arrest. The 

labor activist recently announced in a telephone call that he was 

being interrogated on charges of "member of a communist group" 

and denied the right to an independent lawyer. 

Javanmir Moradi, a labour activist  was arrested  

 
On January 5, Javanmir Moradi, a labor activist and a member of 

the Kermanshah Electricity and Metal Workers' Union, was ar-

rested by security forces and taken to an unknown location. After 

his arrest, security officers searched his home and took away a 

number of personal items, including his mobile phone. 

Statement of the Writers' Association of Iran regarding the 

sentencing of Arash Ganji 

  In a statement, the Writers' Association of Iran condemned the frame

-up and the issuance of an 11-year prison sentence for Arash Ganji, 

the translator and secretary of the association's board of directors. 

Arash Ganji was previously sentenced by the Revolutionary Court of 

Tehran to 11 years in prison. If this sentence is finalized, 5 years of 

imprisonment is applicable. 

  Children Labour  Right Activist  Arrested 

Afsaneh Azimzadeh was arrested by security forces on December 

15th 2020. Ms. Azimzadeh was arrested when she was in the hospital 

to follow up on her mother's cardiac illness. After  her arrest, security 

forces searched her home as well as her parents house and 

confiscated some of her personal belongings. She has been held in 

the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Intelligence Detention Center, 

Ward 2A, Evin Prison. 

Afsaneh Azimzadeh is one of the founders of the Society for the De-

fence of children labour and Street Children in 2004. She has been 

working in the field of education to labour children for more than 15 

years. 
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