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Introduction  
Nowadays the Iranian labour movement is the main protest movement against 

austerity and economic misery in Iran. Everyday struggles against low wages, 

unsecure jobs, temporary contracts and privatization are the daily events in 

Iran.  

Efforts to create non-governmental workers organizations and releasing  

imprisoned labour activists and teachers are the main struggles of the Iranian 

worker protest movement. According to everyday strikes and protests num-

bers, the Iranian worker class is the one of the most active labour movement 

in the region.  

We are trying to coverage the most of Iranian workers and teachers protests by 

publishing the Monthly Karzar.  

 

Long live international labour comradeship 

  
Campaign in Support Iranian Workers (CSIW)  
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                   We strongly condemn the bloody suppression of people of Khuzestan 

The people of Khuzestan province are bleeding on the streets of the most water abundant region of Iran 

for lack of water for utter incompetency of those in position of power and responsibility in Iran. 

Yet again the response of the government to the demands of the protesters is nothing but killing, impris-

onments and suppression of the most wretched and weakest section of the society similar to 2019 and 

2017 atrocities and suppression. 

Lack of basic water supply in Khuzestan province is rooted in the policies which is driven purely by 

capitalist and plundering approach to oil exploration and diversion of water to steel industry in recent 

decades which it’s hallmark has been lack of any expert impact assessment or study and non existent 

benefit for the population at large. The consequence of these policies is such that residents of Khuzestan 

are deprived of the basic drinkable water coupled with the fact that the poor quality supply is also sub-

ject to rationing and not being available for hours on end. Many farmers have lost their complete income 

due to lack of water supply. 

Utter lack of any regard for life and livelihood of the working people by the ruling elite and government 

of Iran has resulted in a situation that majority of people can not even afford to meet the basic necessities 

of life such as food, health and hygiene, education and leisure and in these circumstances they now have 

to face daily shortage of water and electricity supply. 

Poor and miss management of COVID-19 Infection control and non existent public vaccination and 

health guidance has resulted in significant increase in the death rate; Sistan and Baluchistan province is 

in the grip of terrible covid infection and many regions of the country are on COVID red alert.  

In these circumstances, the working class in Iran have reached a common reckoning to unite in solidarity 

and to break out of this horrible nightmare are rising up. Despite the bloody suppression of 2019 and 

2017, the protests continue loud and clear. The protests by people in many cities of Khuzestan  in recent 

weeks, despite bloody suppression which has resulted in killing of a number of protesters and imprison-

ments of hundreds of young people continues and given rise to solidarity of many cities of Iran and by 

many independent trade unions including teachers, pensioners, artists and many civil organisations 

which indicate a deep seated and widespread disapproval of  the government actions. 

Union of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company declare their solidarity with people of Khuzestan in their 

protest for water and demands that bloody suppression, killing and imprisonment of protesters must end 

immediately. The only way out of this impasse is unity and solidarity of the working and labouring class.  

The more united we are in protest, the less pain we suffer to bring an end to and overcome  this deplor-

able situation. 

“Labour Liberty is in unity and organisation”  

Workers Union of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company  
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NEWS 

Khorramshahr Municipality workers protest  
 

 On July 4, the workers of Khorramshahr Municipality held a protest rally for the second day in a row to 

protest the non-payment of their wages. 

 These workers have 6 months wages of arrears and also their insurance premiums have not been paid 

for 10 months. 

Protest rally of Kut Abdullah workers; 
 On July 12, 1400, a number of contract workers of Kot Abdullah Municipality gathered in front of the 

Karun County Governor's Office to protest the non-payment of their wage arrears. 

Rally and march of Ahvaz Municipality workers 

 Workers of Ahvaz Municipality gathered in front of Khuzestan Governor's Office on Thursday, July 15, 

to protest the non-payment of wages and insurance premiums for several months. 

Gathering of fired municipal workers 

A group of fired workers of the municipality of the second district of Ahvaz, on July 19, 1400, in order 

to demand legal rights and return to work, gathered in front of the municipality of the centre and de-

manded that the mayor and the city council address their issues. 

 About 96 service workers of Ahvaz Municipality were fired in 6 areas of Ahvaz metropolis. 

Urmia Municipality workers protest rally 

 On July 12, Urmia Municipality workers gathered in front of the city's central municipality to protest the 

non-payment of their wages and payments arrears. 
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Kaveh Float Glass  company workers gathered in 

front of the labour office 
 

 The workers, who have worked for 20 years, demanded 4% 

of hard  job pensions and early retirement benefits. One of 

these workers says: "In the past year, we have referred to all 

Government authorities 

and Saveh's MP, and all of them have confirmed that the de-

mands of retired workers for considering their work to be 

hard and harmful are justified, but no response has been given 

so far". According to the workers, the employer not only did not take action to retire them, but also fired 

them. They are not currently eligible for retirement benefits. 

 Gathering of  Parsian Oil and Gas Company workers 

 

 On July 3, a group of workers from the transportation 

unit of the South Zagros Oil and Gas Exploitation Com-

pany gathered in front of the company's headquarters. The 

protesting workers say: "We are about 400 drivers of the 

company, who have been continuously moving the labor 

on about 250 wells for the past 10 to 18 years."  But on 

March 20, last year the South Zagros Oil and Gas Exploi-

tation Company decided to implement a "self-

employment" plan by removing the names of workers 

from the Sapna system (which is the information system for manpower contractors in the entire oil in-

dustry), according to which the contract of all of us workers can be at risk of cancellation. The workers 

said: In the last workers general assembly, which took place on April 13 and 14 in front of the adminis-

trative building of the Parsian, Agar and Dalan operational areas, the officials promised that all drivers 

would be connected to the Sapna system, as a result, the workers ended the protest rally. The workers 

have stated that they are tired of working with different contractors: " We are worried about our future 

career and we are tired of huge debts we have! If there is no specific plan to solve the problems of the 

transport unit workers within the next week, we will stop working completely". 

Protest rally of workers of Sungun  copper mine 
 

 On July 17, , Ajin Iron Company personnel at the Sungun  

copper mine marching at the mine site to protest against 

the signing of contract without clause and definition 

(known as white-collar contracts in which employers can 

fire workers at any time). The workers of this company 

are also protesting against the amount of their wages. 
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 Dismissal of dozens of Gachsaran petrochemical workers 
 

 On July 5, a number of Gachsaran Petrochemical work-

ers were fired by Tiam Sanat Company one of the sub-

contractor of the Gachsaran Petrochemical Co. In the past 

few days, these workers, along with the temporary con-

tract workers of many companies affiliated with the oil 

industry, have been protesting against the non-processing 

of their claims. 

 The dismissal of the workers, who number an estimated 

100, followed their recent rallies and protests over the 

failure to address their demands. 

 Employers, contractors and the government are using every means at their disposal to defeat the mas-

sive nationwide strike by oil contract workers. They want to put pressure on the striking and protesting 

workers by firing some workers. 

       Railway workers protest 

 On July 26th, workers of railway’s  techni-

cal buildings  of Varamin district  held a 

protest rally at their workplace to protest 

Uncertainty about when to pay their ar-

rears. The workers said that 126 days have 

passed since the beginning of the year 

(Iranian calendar) and the workers have re-

ceived only half of their wages. “Due to the 

inattention of the authorities to our demands, 

we finally decided to continue the protests 

according to the call we had already given” 

they said. 

 Currently, many workers are not living in 

well condition due to not receiving their wages and health insurance contribution on time. 

 The protesting workers stated: "At the moment, no one on the railway company is responding to the 

wage and insurance claims of the technical construction workers to take care of our problems." 

 According to the workers of the technical buildings in the Pishva district of Varamin, in addition to the 

non-fulfillment of some demands of the workers in this railway unit, the workers see their job security in 

danger with temporary employment contracts. 

Protest rally of telecommunication workers  
 On August 2, the official telecommunications workers of 

East Azarbaijan and Chaharmahal Bakhtiari provinces held a 

protest rally in front of the telecommunications of these cit-

ies, demanding hourly payment of wages, payment of arrears 

of wages, welfare and productivity, and changing the status 

of contract workers. 
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Shafarood Dam workers protest 
 

 900 contract workers working on the Shafarood dam con-

struction project located in Gilan province have five 

months of unpaid wage and insurance claims. 

 On July 18, these workers stopped working in protest of 

their wage demands and gathered in front of the Rezvan-

shahr city governor's office in Gilan province; but they 

have not yet managed to get their arrears. 

 It is said that the workers of this construction project, 

who are working on construction projects of Shafarood 

Dam from different cities of Gilan province, are struggling with many problems due to arrears. 

Retirees protest rally 
On July 11, a group of retirees and social 

security pensioners gathered in front of the 

Guilan  province Retirement Centre, as 

well as in the city of Ahwaz in the  

Khozestan province. 

 The protesters want the correct implemen-

tation of Article 96 of the Social Security 

Law, which means an increase in wages 

based on living expenses. 

Isfahan Steel Retirees Protest Rally 
 

 On July 4, a group of retirees and pension-

ers of the Isfahan Steel Pension Fund gath-

ered in front of the company's office in Isfa-

han. These retirees want their legal demands to be met. 

Gathering of retirees and social secu-

rity pensioners in Ahwaz 
 

 On July 4, retirees and social security pen-

sioners staged a protest rally in front of the 

Social Security Administration in Ahwaz. 
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Strike and protest in Haft Tapeh 

Workers in various parts of the Haft 

Tappeh Agricultural Industrial Complex 

have been on strike since July 12 in 

protest of working conditions and the 

uncertainty of the company's ownership. 

The workers' demands are: 

Determining the status of the company 

after the expropriation of the private 

sector. 

Payment of arrears of salary. 

Return to work of all fired workers. 

Renewal of pest and other workers' contracts. 

Vaccination, fast and free for everyone. 

Workers hold rallies on the factory grounds to  protest against working conditions and objection to the 

method of payment of wages. On July 31, workers gathered in front of the governor's office in the city of 

Susa and then staged a protest march in the city of Susa. The workers of Haft Tappeh have also 

expressed their support for the demands and rally protests of the people of Khuzestan and demand an 

immediate response to the demands of the workers and toilers in this region. The strike of Haft Tappeh 

workers and their protest marches in the city of Susa continues.. 

                                      The greatest rise of inequality 

The pandemic has also laid bare the greatest rise of inequality since records began. The 

estimated number of people living in extreme poverty is projected to reach 745 million 

by the end of 2021, an increase of 100 million since the pandemic started. 

The most marginalized people including women, displaced people and informal workers 

have been hit hardest. Employment loss cost women around the world at least $800 bil-

lion in lost income in 2020. An additional 47 million more women worldwide are ex-

pected to fall into extreme poverty in 2021. 

Meanwhile, the rich continued to get richer. The wealth of the 10 richest people – nine of 

whom are men – increased by $413 billion last year, enough to cover the entire UN hu-

manitarian appeal for 2021 more than 11 times over. 

OXFAM International 
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 Protests in Khuzestan 

Khuzestan has been suffering from a severe water shortage in conjunction with other socioeconomic 

problems. The water shortage, amid a fifth wave of the coronavirus pandemic, pushed the people of 

Khuzestan to the breaking point. 

On July 15, people in dozens of towns and cities in Khuzestan province took to the streets for several 

nights to protest not having clean water for days. Six victims and at least 171 people arrested during the 

protests. Since July 15, 2021, Iranians have protested deteriorating living condition in Khuzestan and 

several other provinces, including Isfahan, Lorestan, Eastern Azerbaijan, Tehran, and Karaj. Organisa-

tions and activists have also reported the arrest and detention of hundreds of individuals in Khuzestan 

and in other provinces and cities.  

Between 22 July and 26 July 2021, users were reporting Khuzestan was shut off from the majority of 

international connections and the majority of broadband connections.  

Khuzestan  province is in the southwest of the country, bordering Iraq and the Persian Gulf. Its capital 

is Ahwaz and it covers an area of 63,238 square kilometres. Khuzestan has great potential 

for agricultural expansion. Large and permanent rivers flow over the entire territory contributing to the 

fertility of the land. Karoon, Iran's most effluent river, 850 kilometres long, flows into the Persian Gulf 

through this province. Karkheh, Jarrahi, Arvandrood, Hindijan, Shawor, Bahmanshir ,Maroon, Dez, and 

many other rivers and water sources in the form of Khurs, lagoons, ponds, and marshes demonstrate the 

vastness of water resources in this region, and are the main reason for the variety of agricultural products 

developed in the area. Khuzestan holds 80% of Iran's onshore oil reserves, and thus 57% of Iran's total 

oil reserves, making it indispensable to the Iranian economy. Khuzestan called “Iran’s  Economy wal-

let”. 

The petrochemical and steel industries, pipe making, the power stations that feed the national electricity 

grid, the chemical plants, and the large refineries are some of Iran's major industrial facilities. There are 

several Agriculture Industry complex in Khuzestan province, among them Haft Tepe and Karun Agro 

Industry near Shushtar. Numbers of Dams in this region provide 66% of electrical energy sources for the 

country. 
After all the people of Khuzestan now have to face daily shortage of water and electricity supply, unem-
ployment and air pollution despite having all these natural and industrial resources . 
The ruling class in Iran has re-routing the rivers and transferred water from Karoon’s headwaters to the 

midland for economic purposes in order to make more profit. For cheaper oil and gas extraction; the Oil 

Ministry have dried up the vast lagoons and ponds in this region. In order to suppress the large protesting 

section of Iranian working class as much as possible; Governance exacerbate socioeconomic problems in 

Khuzestan. 

 

https://twitter.com/Ammir/status/1418645945911324674?s=20
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahvaz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agricultural_expansion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shushtar
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Work place Accidents 

Death of a construction worker due to a 

fall 

  An reinforcement worker lost his life after 

falling from a fifth-floor elevator shaft in 

Sanandaj. 

The Marivan and Sarvabad Construction Workers 

and Masters Association, while condoling the 

death of this worker, announced: Again, non-

observance of safety and falling into the elevator 

shaft caused death and a hardworking worker lost 

his life. 

Two workers died after falling from a height 

Two construction workers in the city of Ivan in the north of Ilam province, died after falling from a 

height while working in a construction complex. 

One worker killed on the spot and a second worker dies after being taken to the nearest hospital. 

Falling from a height 

  A construction worker in Tehran was killed after falling into an elevator shaft while working in a con-

struction site. The accident happened to a worker who fell from the fourth floor to the -1 floor due to un-

known reasons. The injured worker was taken to the nearest hospital but lost his life due to the severity 

of his injuries. In Iran 44% of workplace accidents result in death due to falling from a height. 

Death of a worker due to a mine collapse in Damghan 

The head of the Damghan Department of 

Industry, Mines and Trade said: The collapse of 

a tunnel in the central mine of Clariz Tazreh 

Damghan killed a worker. 

Hamid Salehi added: The incident in the K12 

tunnel of Northeast Company caused the death 

of Yousef Kouhsari, the worker of this mine. 

He continued: in the Oaklon tunnel No4 of 

Klariz mine, 20 workers were extracting coal, 

which happened due to the collapse of the 

workshop. 

This tunnel is one of the mines of the Eastern Alborz Company . There are four mines in Tazreh 

Damghan city, including Clariz, Madar Tunnel, Bernaki and Western Razmjah . 
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Death of 5 directors in a furniture workshop 

fire 

   A fire in a furniture factory in Tehran killed five 

workers and injured one. These workers were all Af-

ghan migrant workers. 

The workers who died were between 17 and 30 

years old and were pronounced dead by carbon 

monoxide poisoning. 

Electric was electrocuted during a work and 

died 

On the 21st of July, an electric worker of the 

Ghaemshahr Electricity Distribution Company was 

electrocuted during a work and died on top of a 

electric post.. 

News sources stated that the cause of death of this 

worker was the lack of a helmet and work gloves. 

The worker was electrocuted at a height of about 12 

meters. The accident occurred during the installation of three-phase electricity on a low-voltage power 

circuit. 

Seven workers were injured in a fire at work 

A fire at a Tolid Darow company in Damavand Industrial Zone injured seven workers. 

On July 11, an accident took place at factory producing health and cosmetics in the Ayeneh Varzan 

industrial area of Damavand city. The fire injured seven workers. 

According to reports, 7 workers suffered burns and smoke and were taken to a medical center by 

emergency services. 

16 workers injured in a car accident 

  On July 12, the workers' transportation service of Payvand Pars Company was overturned and 16 

workers were injured as a result of this accident. 

Fortunately, no deaths have been reported so far and all the injured were taken to Qasr Shirin hospital for 

treatment. 

A railway worker is killed while checking coupling  

On July 4, a railway worker in the city of Zanjan got stuck between two freight wagons while checking 

coupling, and died at the same time due to very severe pressure. 
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